3-METHYL-ISOCOUMARIN-7-

RESULTS
A total of 0.17 nCi of radioactivity was recovered in intact ochratoxin A when ochratoxin A with a radioactivity of 0.58 nCi was hydrolyzed in vitro with carboxypeptidase A. The result shows that 70 % of the total ochratoxin A was hydrolyzed in this enzyme system with such a large amount of enzyme (2 .5 mg). In addition, the radioactivity was detected in the spots of unchanged ochratoxin A and phenylalanine obtained by hydrolysis but no activity in the spot of the isocoumarin derivative by means of autoradiography of the thin layer chromatogram of the hydrolyzates . Ochratoxin A and isocoumarin carboxylic acid in 0.2 ml of aqueous dimethylformamide (DMFA-H20, 1 : 8) was injected into the yolk sac of 5 day-old chicken embryos.
One group was injected with 0.2 ml of DMFA-H20 and another untreated for comparison. 
DISCUSSION
Ochratoxin A is hydrolized to yield phenylalanine and an isocoumarin derivative by the action of certain enzymes, e. g. carboxypeptidase A (E. C. 3. 4. 2. 1.). Pitout (1969) reported the hydrolysis of ochratoxin A by some proteolytic enzymes and the great affinity of the toxin for the enzyme, especially for carboxypeptidase A. A similar result was obtained in our experiment demonstrating that about 30 % of the radioactivity was recovered in unchanged ochratoxin A upon hydrolysis in this enzyme system although a large excess amount of enzyme was employed.
On the other 
